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Study On Dunhuang Contract Samples of Employment during Late
Tang Dynasty and Five Dynasties and Early Song Dynasty

XU Xiu-ling

School of Social Development, Nanjing Normal University , Nanjing 210097

Abstract: This paper, with examples from the contract samples of employment, such as S.1897
manuscripts of employee contracts in the fourth year of Longde and S.6341 manuscripts of the contract of em-
ploying cattle in Renchen, mainly analyses the basic format and main content of different types of Dunhuang
contract samples of employment. Simultaneously, it summarizes their synchronization features. Based on it, the
article tries to discuss the reasons why they appeared during this period from three points of view: the influence
of Tang Dynasty employment economic, the promotion of employment economic in the Dunhuang area and the
historical trend of the development of employee contracts. The appearance of them illustrates that the local em-
ployment has grown to quite common and mature degree, and it seems that needs sample facilitating for both
sides of the contract. The appearance of them has great significance that it summarized the contract format of
employment not only in late Tang Dynasty and Five Dynasties and early Song Dynasty but also Mid- Tang be-
fore, promoted the development of the employee contract after Tang and Song, and provided a blueprint for the
future generations.
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