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Structure and Operation of the Tributary System
in Southern Song Dynasty

HUANG Chunyan
( College of Humanities and Communications Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234 China)

Abstract: The tributary system in Southern Song Dynasty shrank greatly as compared with that in Northern Song Dynasty.
Xixia Koryo and political powers in northwest areas didn’ t pay any tribute to Southern Song Dynasty at all. Southern Song gov—
ernment treated the tributary states with a positive attitude. For example Southern Song government bought horses from Dali  but
refused to accept Dali’ s tribute and restricted Vietnam and Champ in payment of tribute. In order to uphold its position as “Chi—
na” ( center of the world)  Southern Song Dynasty stipulated its tributary order according to the relationship between Chinese na—
tionality and ethnic groups or between monarch and his subjects. Getting economic benefit was the major objective of the tributa—
ry states paying tribute to Southern Song Dynasty. The Southern Song government was very different from the tributary states in
their viewpoints. Vietnam and Dali abided by the tributary rules when they payed tribute to Southern Song Dynasty but carried
out the emperor system in their own countries. States in Nanhai Areas respected Southern Song Dynasty as an economically great
nation but didn’ t care about or even couldn’t understand the political order stipulated by Southern Song Dynasty.

Key words: Southern Song Dynasty tributary system political order two —way views
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Origin and Evolution of “ a Word in Chinese
ZHOU Shenglai
( Institute for Tourism Studies Macao; College of Humanities and Communications

Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234 China)

Abstract: “ ” a Chinese word which contains two Chinese characters and which means religions possesses different
literal meanings in different times and places including Buddhism in India Christianity in the West and Japanese — made Chi-
nese words and so on because its root origin and meaning influence absorb and merge each other. Observing from the per—

” and their reasons by tracing to its origin in

spective of history this paper aims to explain the changes of the meaning of “
order to enhance the general public’ s understanding and cognition of this Chinese word. The findings of the present study have
revealed that the Chinese word “ ” involves at least three or more different places for example China Japan India Eu-
rope etc. reflecting intercultural exchanges between the East and the West over the past thousand years.

Key words: religions Buddhism Christianity Chinese characters Japanese — made Chinese words
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