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On the Title of Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch
LI Ming—shan
(Editorial Department of Journal, Shaoguan University, Shaoguan 512005, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: The sixth patriarch Hui—-neng was born in Shaozhou, obtained Buddhist doctrine in Huangmei and
he had taken the tonsure in Guangzhou. He had promoted Buddhism in Shaozhou more than 40 years and finished
the creation of Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch, the first Buddhist Classical, which was also the Zen Buddhism’s con-
tract and base. In its spreading process of more than one thousand years, the title of Sutra might have some
changes, but the changes reflects the development and evolution of the Zen Buddhism’s thought which met the
needs of the Zen Buddhism..
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