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Family types of the Northern Dynasty discovered from

inscription for Buddhist statues

SHAO Zheng-kun
( Research Institute of Ancient Books Jilin University Changchun 130012 China)

Abstract: In the inscription for Buddhist statues of the Northern Dynasty there are many records
about family types. According to the inscription the families in that dynasty were divided in terms of
generations and genetic relationship into four types: nuclear families linear families associated families
and incomplete families. The families of the four types were changeable instead of stable. That is be—
cause the formation of families was influenced in a visible or in visible way by traditional concepts poli—
tic economy and military affairs.
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