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On Northwest Ethnic Corridor

Chen Qingying, Zhao Tonghua

Institute of Chinese Tibetan Study, Beijing, 100101,
Institute of Tibetan Study, Central University for Nationalities, Beijing, 100080

Abstract In 1980s, while explaining his theory of multi-integration of Chinese nationalities, Mr. Fei Xiaotong
put forward the notion of “ethnic corridor”, denoting a corridor-like stretch in northwest China ranging from
Gansu to Xinjiang along Silk Road. The northwest ethnic corridor has Hexi Corridor in the north of Qilian
mountain range as its main passage, with two parallel subordinate passages to its north and south as well as
north—southward passages intermingled with it. Along the northwest ethnic corridor, this area was frequented in
history by nationalities such as Diqiang, Huns, Xianbei, Han, Tibetans, Mongolians, Huihu and so on. During
the long communication, it was inhabited by these nationalities: Tu, Sala, Dongxiang, Baoan, and Yugu etc.
Main preached and intermingled religions here are Han Buddhism, Tibetan Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, etc. Its
historic development is also closely related to regions of Xizang, Xinjiang and Inner Mongolia, and left national
influence in history. Nowadays it is displaying a variety of its own features in terms of society, economy, culture,
and ethnic relationships. The study of northwest ethnic corridor is significantly important for ethnic research.
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