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Languages Used in the Western Regions of China during Han and

Tang Dynasties and Their Contributions to the Chinese Civilization
GENG Shi-min

( School of Chinese Ethnic Minorities” Languages Minzu University of China Beijing 100081)

Abstract For a long time languages such as Tocharian and Khotanese used in the western regions
of China ( Xinjiang) during Han and Tang Dynasties were ignored by researchers. It has not been realized
until the turn of the 19th century into the 20th century that the traces of these already disappeared languages
were discovered. Works of foreign and domestic scholars for several generations finally reveal the splendid
culture and brilliant civilization that once existed in the western regions of China in ancient time. Domestic
scholars should arouse the attention on the research of these languages since it is an integral part of our
country’s sinology.
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