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Further Discussion on the Evolution of Tubo Chieftain

System and the Outside Influence

YANG Ming

Abstract: According to the book Tubo Historical Document from Dunghuang version, there were a large number of chieftains in

the Qinghai -Tibet plateau before founding up of the Tubo Kingdom by Songzanganpu. After having succumbed to the Tubo

kingdom, most of the chieftains changed into local substantive authorities. In the second half of the Tubo Kingdom, only three

small chieftains survived: Axia, Gongbu and Nyiangbu. With the help of Han and Tang historical records, the author found that the

Tibetan chieftain system was influenced by the Minority Chieftain system in the northwestern area during Han and Tang dynasties.

Thus the paper indicates that in the aspect of the political system, there was some interplay between the Tubo kingdom and the

ethnic groups in the northwestern area.
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