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On the Reasons for Wuhuan and Xianbei Nationalities’ Movement to the
South in the Period of Han Dynasties and the Corresponding Effects on

the Relationship to the Hun
LI Sha
(School of Politics and Law, Bohai University, Jinzhou 121000, Liaoning, China)

Abstract: Wuhuan and Xianbei tribes originally belonged to Donghu League. After the destruction
of Donghu, the remnant fled to Mount Wuhuan and Mount Xianbei. Therefore, the names of Wuhuan
and Xianbei began to appear in China’s historical books. After Emperor Wudi in Western Han dynasty
counterattacked the Hun, Wuhuan and Xianbei nationalities haunted by the Hun began to move to the
south bordering the Han nationality’s sphere of influence. The reasons for Wuhuan and Xianbei national-
ities’ movement to the south had a lot to do with the change of strength between the Hun and the Han na-
tionality. In addition, they had long been exposed to the influence of the culture in central China. And
they had been deeply integrated to the Han culture. The other reason for their moving to the south is the
change of survival environment, which made them leave their homes and move to the south to find prop-
er pastures. The southern movement of Wuhuan and Xianbei nationalities to attach themselves to the
Han nationality exerted significant impact upon the relationship between the Hun and the Han nationality.
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