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Study of Measures in the Imperial Examination
and Military Governors in Middle Tang Dynasty

—Focus on the Military Governorship
Jin Yingkun

Abstract In the middle Tang Dynasty the empire experienced the transitional period from its prosperousness
to declination. There were many problems from the central authorities to the grass roots especially the power
of the provincial military governor. The Emperor of Te-tsung Hsien-tsung Mu-tsung tried to recover the
imperial power through institutional modification declining the military governors’ power appointing worthy
persons and so on. It made a relatively liberal social atmosphere thus the examinees could advise frankly in
the Imperial Examinations in this liberal circumstance. Surrounded by declining the military governors’
power the questions in the imperial examination in middle Tang Dynasty were usually about the troops’
laxation reducing the numbers of soldiers declination of military governors’ power and institutional
modification. The examinees always discussed the current politics analyzed the current malpractice and
advised frankly in the examinations. Combined with the ancient codes and records the author compares and
investigates the countermeasures about the problems such as false declaration in the troops reducing the
numbers of soldiers declining the military governors’ power which were advanced by the examinees in the
examinations. The author analyses the background of these countermeasures the feasibility of these plans and
its social influences. He states that the tactics about the picking troops declining the soldiers’ number and
military governors’ power advanced in the examinations had close relationship with the emperors the prime
ministers and political atmosphere. It was the common idea of the scholar-bureaucrat class whose
representation was literati and officials to resurge the empire’s power by these measures.

Key words the middle and late Tang Dynasty zhiju military governors’ regime
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