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Research on the Influence of Prophecy—Fulfilling Stories in the
Vajracchedika—Sutra from the Chinese Tang Dynasty on Buddhist Short
Stories of the Japanese Heian Times

Abstract:  Classical works of Chinese literature such as Minba- ji, Jingangborejing-jiyanji, and Sanbaoganying-yaoluelu have
been lost in China for years, but kept and referenced in Japan until today, which has greatly influenced short stories in Japanese
literature. This paper focuses on the study of the relationship between prophecy-fulfilling stories in the Vajracchedika-Sutra of
the Chinese Tang Dynasty and Buddhist Short Stories of the Japanese Heian Times. Misunderstandings on this issue in Japanese
academic circles are pointed out and rectified through the present study. It is suggested that research on Chinese and Japanese
short stories should include a study on the sources of the related stories so that the routes of the spread, succession, and / or
transformation of these stories can be tracked down.

Keywords: prophecy-fulfilling stories in Vajracchedika-Sutra; Nihon Ryoiki; Konjyakumonogatarisyu; works for direct

reference ; original works
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