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The Pattern of Dual Capitals of “Luoyang — Pingcheng”
and the Fall of the Northern Wei Dynasty

CUI Yan - hua
( School of History and Culture Shanxi University Taiyuan 030006 China)

Abstract: Emperor Xiaowen’ s transfer of the capital to Luoyang marked the end of Pingcheng era and the beginning
of Luoyang times of the Northern Wei Dynasty. Since then the pattern of dual capitals of “Luoyang — Pingcheng”
formally formed in the history of the Northern Wei Dynasty. However the new administration of Luoyang pursued
mainly “culture cultivation” and ignored “martial arts” putting Pingcheng the “martial arts” — featured place out
of Hanization. These forces which still kept up the old production methods and living customs of Xianbei pushed the
Northern Wei regime into the abyss of doom by taking advantage of the armed rebellion of six towns. Soon the North—
ern Wei Dynasty of a hundred years history was subverted by Heng Shuo forces based in Pingcheng.

Key words: Pingcheng; Luoyang; the pattern of dual capitals; the fall of the Northern Wei Dynasty
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