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Revaluation of The Studies of Xixia Geography
— A Reply to Qi Chenyun

ZHANG Zu-qun'*?
(1. College of Business Administration, Capital University of Economics and Business, Beijing 100070, China; 2. Institute of Geographic

Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Yang Rui's doctoral dissertation The Studies of Xixia Geography and his seminal work of
that name have won high reputation in the academic circles. In view of Qi Chenyun's criticism, this pa-
per attempts to reevaluate this work from the viewpoints of different disciplines. The comments on
the work mainly involve the following seven aspects: the writing style of historical geography; wheth-
er the historical geography can be inferred or even supposed; its application of the theory and technol-
ogy of multi-disciplines and pioneering research of Xixia regime; laying a sound foundation for the
historical mapping of Xixia; revealing the situation concerning the ethnic groups in northwest area of
China in the period of Song Dynasty and Xixia; exploring the integration of agriculture and animal
husbandry in Xixia; reexaminating the facts of the collapse of Xixia regime. The paper also draws
some conclusions of the whole study.
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