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View on Dunhuang Dance System

HeYanyun
(Beijing Dancer Academy, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: Dunhuang dance has its own system comprising three aspects: the dancing system originated from
Dunhuang ancient Murals, the dancing vocabul ary and rhythm with unique aesthetic characterigtics, “ revived” through
creative construction, which differ from those of Chinese classical dance formed on the basis of Chinese local operas
and martia arts; profound historic background and cultural contents. The emergence of the Dunhuang dance has
aroused interests in diversity and development of the Chinese classical dance. In recent years, teaching, researching
and supporting with plans the Dunhuang dance in BDA has played an important part in strengthening the discipline
construction of the Chinese classical dance, embodying the deep thought and vision of the development of the
Chinese classical dance. In teaching sysem, the writer located the Dunhuang dance as ‘ a performance training course
of Chinese classical dancein Dunhuang style’ . Based on basic skills of the Chinese classical dance, the course focuses
mainly on trai ning the unique dancing postures, the typical dancing vocabul ary and the mastering of the dancing
rhythm, stressing transition from static state to moving state and avoiding the imitation from moving state to static
state. Also emphasized is the understanding the artistic conception of dance to enable easy and naturd communication
between soul and movements. The teaching and research of Dunhuang dance have a bright future. First, further
devd opment should enable movements in training to be formalized, abstract, highly artigtic,and given names. Second,
research should be conducted into the historic and cultural connotation of the Dunhuang dance, clearly understanding
its status in the Chinese dancing history. Third, the uni que aesthetic expression of the Dunhuang dance shoul d be
clarified to avoid confusing types of Dunhuang dance with other dance works with Dunhuang as thematic materials.
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