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A Research of Monk Poets in Dunhuang in the Tang Dynasty

ZHA Ming- hao

(Shanghai Chinese Classics Publishing House, Shanghai 200020, China)

Abstract: The literature of Dunhuang can be divided into three stages. As Dunhuang was occupied by Tubo, and
the contact between Tang and Dunhuang was cut off , the literati of Dunhuang was forced to develop their own
literature. In this period , the literature of Dunhuang had its local characteristics. In the second period , the contact
between Tang and Dunhuang recovered, and the literature of Dunhuang was in a period of great prosperity. In the
period of Cao's regime , the contact between Tang and Dunhuang was cut off again. Without the nourishment from
Central Plains, the literature of Dunhuang fell into decline. During the development of the literature of Dunhuang, the
Dunhuang monk poets maintained the traditions of Central Plains,and they also found new road to develop Dunhuang's
literature ,and were the main force in literature creation.

Key words: Dunhuang; literature; monk poets; entral Plains
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