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The Pattern Art of Grotto Murals in the Western Regions

ZHOU Jin-bao
(Haichou College of Economics, Research Institute of Humanities and Economics, Haikou 570203)

Abstract: The grotto murals in the Western Regions contain a lot of decorative patterns, including acanthus design, scroll design, lo-
tus design, rosette design and some other distinctive patterns. The most typical is rhombus ornamental decoration. Of the grotto murals in
the Western Regions, the patterns are distributed extensively, whether in caitya grotto or in Visvabhu grotto; whether in frontal and rear
vaults in the grotto, central pillar and niche or vault, arch, plane and bracket. The identified patterns roughly number 30 or more. The
ceiling patterns are mostly decorated layer upon layer, with different hues, only available in grotto hall in different shapes. It is a distinc-
tive genre of art in Buddhist sacred hall.
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