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Images and Evolution of “City” in DunHuang Frescoes
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ABSTRACT Dunhuang was an important
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frontier city and it became a self—contained
city as early as Han dynasty for its specific
geographic location. The carving of
Dunhuang Grottoes which were started from
Former Qin of Sixteen Kingdoms and last ten
dynasties without any discontinuities till the
end of the Yuan Dynasty. In Ming dynasty,
Dunhuang was occupied by Islam and the
caves were destroyed because of the closing

of Jiayuguan. Consequently, most of experts

affirm that the art of Dunhuang Grottoes
cataloged from AD 366 to AD 1402 throughout
1,000 years.

The images of city appeared in
Dunhuang Grottoes art from beginning to
end. There are a great variety of types of
cities which nearly include all types of cities
in social life. Because Dunhuang is located
in frontier fortress, the types of cities also
reflect the city image of western countries.
Construction and equipment of the defense
of city in wall painting are complete, besides,
hierarchy of city also can be found from
the dimensions of city and arrangement in
the front gate. Construction and decoration
of cities not only adapt to requirements of
drawing on local resources but also go with
the trend of their eras. Decorating walls and
gates with tiling to highlight the magnificence
of city and development and evolution of
city construction also can be found in the
DunHuang frescoes. Architectural paintings
in the DunHuang frescoes are indispensable
visual database to study the history of ancient
Chinese architecture.

KEY WORDS Dunhuang grottoes; wall
painting; western countries ; hierarchy of
city; evolution of city
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