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Querying the Geographical Origin and the Name of Jingjiao in theTang Dynasty

YE Rong

(Southwest Jiaotong Univesity, Sichuan Chendu 610031)

Abstract: Jingjiao (Nestorians) was first introduced to Chang’an (now Xi’an), the capital of the Tang Dynasty (618-907 A.D.) by
the Persian missionary Olopen in 635 A.D. .In some historical records and documents in the Tang Dynasty and thereafter, Olopen
was named the “Bosi seng” (Persian monk). While the Nestorian church that he established was called the “Bosi si” (Persian Temple)
in the first hundred or so years, the doctrines that he brought in was called the “Bosi jing jiao” (Persian Sutra Religion). However, the
Stone Tablet Da Qin Jingjiao Liuxing Zhongguo Bei (the Stone Tablet of the Popularization of Roman Nestorians in China) inscribed
in 781 A.D. during the Tang Dynasty and unearthed in 1625 A.D. during the Ming Dynasty called Olopen the “Da Qin Guo
Shangde” (Bishop of Roman Empire). The inscription on the tablet gives explanations to the origin of the name “jingjiao” but
without mentioning a word of “Bosi jing jiao” or “Bosi si”. Based on the comparison and analysis of the historical records, this
article queries the geographical origin and the name of jingjiao.

Key words: Da Qin (Roman Empire); Olopen, Bosi si (Persian Temple); Bosi jing jiao (Persian Sutra Religion); jingjiao

(Nestorians)



